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Every literary analysis thesis statement should have the following components:
Things to Know

 Genre is the type of writing you are
analyzing: novel, play, poem, etc. 
Method refers to the types of devices or
language that you will be analyzing:
figurative language, a type of diction, a
poetic device, etc.
Meaning is the effect the Method has on
the work and its themes as a whole.
Don't forget verbs! Does the Method
create something or emphasize it or
underscore it or characterize it?

1.

2.

3.

In the stage play (G) The Crucible (T) by Arthur Miller (A), the author utilizes telegraphic sentences
and line interruptions(Method) to increase the tension and show the emotional turmoil of the
characters (Meaning).
By using telegraphic sentences and line interruptions (Method), Arthur Miller (A) amps up the
tension and emotional turmoil (Meaning) in his stage play (G) The Crucible (T).
Line interruptions and telegraphic sentences (Method) create tension and emotional turmoil
in Arthur Miller's (Author) stage play (Genre), The Crucible (T).

The components of the TAG M&M thesis statement do not have to be used in that order. See the
examples below. 

 
Now you try! Play around with the order of your TAG M&M thesis statement and see what you like
best. You might try writing each component on a separate sticky note and rearranging them
physically. Write your favorite version in the box below.
 
 
 
 

Time to Show

TAG M&M Thesis Statements
Use this strategy to develop complex and complete literary analysis thesis statements!

Jot down your own TAG M&M!
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